
Capacity word problems lesson plan 
 

 
DAY 

 
We Are Learning To 

(WALT): 
 

 
 

MODEL / INTRODUCTION 

 
INDEPENDENT 

WORK 
 

 
PLENARY 

 

Mental: 
 
Main: 
Solve capacity 
word problems 

Mental: 
 
Main: 
Revise how we have been looking at measurement over the last few lessons 
Explain to children that we will be learning to solve capacity word problems 
today 
Emphasise the importance of imagining the word problem to help you  
Model how to use a drawing to represent and help solve a word problem for 
4 sample word problems e.g. for ‘One tank has 10 litres in it and another 
tank has 5 litres in it. How much do they have in them in total?’ you could 
draw the two tanks  
 

Lower ability – 
one-step word 
problems with all 
four operations 
 
 

Children to 
explain their 
working out for 
the problems that 
they solved to a 
partner 
 

 

To access the complete lesson plan, and all of the resources needed to teach it, visit 

 

http://www.saveteacherssundays.com/maths/year-3/106/capacity-word-problems/   
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